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Part of being a literate adult in our society is being literate in our canon of cinematographic literature – that is, films or movies. While no one will ever fully agree on a definitive list of crucial films, there are many movies that are widely considered to be a part of our common experience as a culture. Often, these movies are overlooked by young contemporary viewers because they were made many years ago – and after all, there are always more great movies to watch coming out every month! 

The Popcorn Point project for seniors is designed to expose students to films that they may not have otherwise sought out and to promote their cultural literacy before leaving high school. The list is diverse and includes selections from various time periods, about various subject matters, and at varying levels of maturity/ratings. Students are expected to make wise, deliberate decisions about the movies they choose to watch, in respect to their personal needs and values.

· Choose a movie (that you haven’t already seen) to watch every two weeks from the list of Popcorn Point films

· Acquire and watch the movie (“viewing parties” are encouraged!)

· Write a one page (typed; handwritten = two pages) response to the movie that:

· Provides a brief synopsis, including year released, director, and major actors 

· Includes your impression and/or opinion of the film

· Makes  connections between the movie and the student’s life or other literary experiences

· Explains why the student feels this film is considered “essential” by others

· Focuses on a consideration of what the student “got” or gained from the movie

· Turn in a movie response every two weeks

If you are unable to acquire and view movies outside of school, you will need to make arrangements to watch movies after school in my room. I will bring in a movie from the list and show it after school every two weeks to accommodate students who might not otherwise have access to these films. See me for exact “show times.” 

The current list – which is subject to addition at Mrs. Baker’s discretion – is below. Updated lists – including ratings - will be posted in the classroom and online. ASK FOR HELP if you’re not sure which movies to choose/not choose!

2001: A Space Odyssey

The African Queen

Alien
All About Eve
All the President’s Men

Amazing Grace

Amelie

Back to the Future I
Beetlejuice
Beloved
Birth of a Nation

Blade Runner

Blues Brothers

Bonnie and Clyde

Braveheart

Breakfast at Tiffany’s

Breakfast Club
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
Casablanca

Chinatown

Chocolat

A Christmas Story

Citizen Kane

Dances with Wolves

Deliverance

Dirty Dancing
Dirty Harry

Doctor Zhivago
Dr. Strangelove

E.T.

Empire Records

The Exorcist

Fargo

Ferris Bueller’s Day Off

Field of Dreams

Fight Club

Footloose

Forrest Gump

Ghost

Ghostbusters

Glory

The Godfather

The Gods Must Be Crazy

Gone with the Wind

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

The Graduate

The Grapes of Wrath

Grease

The Green Mile

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? (original)

A Hard Day’s Night

Harold and Maude

Harvey

It’s a Wonderful Life

Jaws

Joe vs. the Volcano

Karate Kid (original)
The King and I

Labyrinth

Last of the Mohicans

Lawrence of Arabia

Life is Beautiful

Life of Brian

Lord of the Rings

Lost Boys
The Maltese Falcon
The Matrix

Metropolis

Midnight in Paris

Monty Python and the Holy Grail

Moulin Rouge

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

Murderball

The Natural

Network

The Neverending Story

North by Northwest

Nosferatu

O Brother Where Art Thou

On the Waterfront

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Philadelphia

Planet of the Apes (original)
Pretty in Pink

Princess Bride

Psycho

Raging Bull

Raiders of the Lost Ark

Rear Window
Rebel without a Cause
Rocky

Saving Private Ryan

Schindler’s List

Shakespeare in Love

The Shawshank Redemption

The Shining

Silence of the Lambs

Singin’ in the Rain

Sixteen Candles

Some Like it Hot

The Sound of Music

Stand by Me

Star Wars IV: A New Hope

A Streetcar Named Desire

Taxi Driver

Thelma and Louise

Titanic

To Kill a Mockingbird

Twelve Angry Men

Vertigo

West Side Story

Willow

The Wizard of Oz

